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/500 FEMINISM-A STUDY. WI\THNSN
" ANITA DESAT'S FIRE o 1y 1 REFERE

vdll walks of life. Several women writers of 20" century reflected the eco
nistc, eco critical aspects in their works, Vandana Shiva, Anita Desai, Arundhati
Gita Mehtaare a fewto name Indian women writers. This paper aims to study
“lministic aspects in Anita Desai’s The F ire on the Mountain.

Key words: gender domination, patriarchy, exploitation |
The term Ecofeminism, comparatively a recent trend in literature has gained

Il i the literary circles.Ecofeminism entwines the movements and
“Iphies that links feminism and ecology, coined by the French writer F mn:;otlhs:
“ome i her book Le Femimismeou la Mort (19.74) e temtlhsuflﬁjlslen as
e, - °f Women and nature and the exploitation of both",lm tfrella erm,
%ul:ty em by the patriarchal dominance. Ecology tlslisrilng and non-living
&b Sanumber of aspects related to earth, environment,

: uality in all
: : eve gender equauty ¥
s of life "M defines, establishes and strives to achieve 8 Jlizes ecofeminism.
lfon »

: e onceptu . :
lnjgy, ~ M€ feminism and ecology together ¢ pand nature in particular

n . 2e
e, COncepg establish connections between wo'mte as well, therefore ﬁi;b
and subjugated sections of the soc1€ yrom all walks of 11
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—_— Mw:radical green p(.)hm.:al slogan, ecofeminism aimsm\
Chen Ling “Thus, he natural domination and gender domination Pay .

’ S al

; en t Sis b :
internal link betWﬁarld social criticism SO as to realize the dyg| liberag;
to its social causi 2014) On g

" C.
and women. (n have inclination towards nature more than men, Bot
Wome ble, which is a concern for feminist writerg. AnitaOf them, "
e e

ra , ) :
and vulne porary Indian English novelists. Anita Desaj’g psal S

- jter of contem . o
:Tm?:,:cnan be studied under the light of eco feministic, ecq Critical re on g,
oun

ritical, €co feministic aspects enables the readers t M
Stl:];yvi‘:ggefnal forces on physical and psychological characterist?c:x;(fl;rs el
:nd the characters of the nove.ls, as well ph.ys1cal and Psychologicg] - W
accordance with nature and env1rqnment. Environment and Rature play 5 ance
hence understanding the role and impact of it, is necessary. major pyj,

In Fire on the Mountain, Desai has symbolically used flora anq ¢
depict the characteristic features of her creations. One of the major feame:unfam
novels is the interconnectedness of nature with inner psyche of her female ¢ o
Her description of nature is a soothing source for a troubled sou] and a thing of'ov'
and amusement for the rest. She used nature as imagery and symbolism to dwe] ijmi,
the psychological realms of her female characters: Nanda Kaul, Ila Das and Rakain
Fire on the Mountain. Nature is a strong binding force in the characterization of T

Fire on the Mountain.
Nanda lives a solitary life from her family at Carignano, in Kasauli Hillsi

the lap of nature searching for solace from the busy life and far away from i
maddening crowd of the city.Nanda doesn’t want to find any difference betweea
and the pine trees of her garden. She wants to be one among them. “She wasg;rd'
tall” like pine trees “and thin . . . she fancied she could merge with the pire ™ "
be mistaken for one. To be a tree, no more and no less, was all she wazfpdeme
undertake.” (p.4) Tall pine trees are symbolically used.fc.)r self-co wlimout thet
stubbornness as Nanda left all her family members and living a:"‘:a ve Cain®
assistance at her twilight age. She just “wanted was t0 be alone, 10 ¢ she b
to herself in this period of her life when stillness A e visitors YT
to entertain.” (p.18)The postman mockingly enquires No ;/: @13 which”
Lal gestured him no, then “The postman gave a snorting g il

al the
lon
gy

fragile

her great grand-daughter Raka pinched
Cargnino to live with Nanda but Nanda 1S €

one and nothing else. Whatever else Cam;;gr: %}zxsy life 88 :r:/:“% hovs

intrusion and distraction.”(p.3) Nanda ha f her
and managed her husband’s guests, Fé2"

i

: : g
the general male attitude towards a single lady. o even e ws Of q: 08
. . 1 tha hotts 3
Nanda Kaul is so engrossed in her solitude g from WP W‘”‘ic:j,m»
l()f‘

ng o
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/ ‘I;’f entally she stalked througp, the o= |gg
ce.

N:
00msg of that hom:: e~
i o 20)- ce is a clear evidence f
¥ " his instan

Never
Silent i
d also tolerating hi.s lifelon.g infidel; \:u]?;::long O her hus
. qtion 4 d of the novel Amt.a Desaj reveals the 5
Jol",g"a At the €1 by choice—she lived here ajope bec
n0' herguced to doing.” Nandg’s childhoog friend 1,
do(,i efae th-an example of atrocity op, gh margj
to

: - and
Inalised Se€ction of ¢ :
@ . dominating forces just becayge lla is figp, :
¥ re of the girls.
e

iarchal set up no one appreciates the harsh realities of how a wo
Inthe P2 :111 the household reésponsibilities without any complaints i Nanda
‘ Sh"‘ﬂdel-i bow to duty that no one had noticed or de
+ her “irON1 Sy
qhber

.
(13

fined.” She 1 50 glad to

‘ lfilment of responsibilities towards }.1er family
;dﬂgai“'” hanca ponflf;;(:rlzir}l:zcrl gough? I want no more. I want nothing. Can |
e | not dollehgn ?” The responsibility of Raka at least for that summe; nv::ts
tte left with oy ni- consent. Here we can observe the agony of thf’ pr Otagmofe
ss(upon her mﬁl{) :l:a, e]flanda “Now, to bow again, to let that noose slip once
iithearrival o 2

” (p. 20
i her neck that she had thought was freed, finally.” (p. 20)

: i e.”

M. har e” Nanda groans “I’hv diSChal'ged all ﬁ:};h(il;:lleii-egllic&ai;gm

i IDIS? dif:ﬁ?n of overburdening of women thr(:ugfhn(;ankind. Sandareceves

“itkarin loited in the name of development o t forced her to send her

8250 over exploite hter informing the situations tha ibilities she is sharing

?ﬁdafro; tés:m,che.r dau% zsha explains a bunch of :ﬁspogtslle ss life and relentless
“laughter to arignano. ek depiCtS ere ent
by andmother, whic : knowledgement.

. Wu‘sgjltibtzzﬁlgehilg; the life without any slightest ac

inated and
ve yet domin
Nature 4 women nurture, protect ?nd_czl;:terrucﬁgg natur?‘m.terms of"
oAby Patriarchg] society. Capitalist Socfgsl;aka to a mosquito “an intruder
ey other comp
%y, | 2043, the great grandm

ly
» (44) Gradual
s to lease and worry.” (44)
:{qﬂale’.an_IOSqllitO ﬂOWn up frOm the plaln

1A val and she

takes her initial disapp fcnevolencc

?l(,[ake finct Ofnurturing and caring over 4
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the

. ilarity between t

¢ of Rakg, This is an instance of s1mlla;?;tic concern or tral
\:‘d Women attitude in general is an eco-fem
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